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Department of Philosophy, Politics, and Economics,Academic
Positions Witten/Herdecke University, Germany

Professor of International Political Studies 2020 - present

Visiting Professor of International Political Studies 2017 - 2018

Department of Government, University of Essex, UK

Senior Lecturer 2019 - 2020

Department of Politics, University of Exeter, UK

Lecturer 2015 - 2019

Humanities and Social Science Research Fellow 2015 - 2017

Political Science Department, University of Pennsylvania, US

Penn Postdoctoral Fellow Sep-Dec 2016

International Conflict Research Group, ETH Zürich, Switzerland

Post-Doctoral Researcher 2014 - 2015

Cluster of Excellence “The Politics of Inequality”,Affiliations
University of Konstanz, DE 2024 - present

ETH Zürich, SwitzerlandEducation

Ph.D., Political Science 2010 - 2014

M.A., Comparative and International Studies 2008 - 2010

Constructor University Bremen, Germany

B.A., Integrated Social Sciences 2005 - 2008

Albert-Martmöller-Gymnasium Witten, Germany

Abitur 2005

https://www.uni-wh.de/
https://www.uni-wh.de/wirtschaft-und-gesellschaft/
mailto:nils.bormann@uni-wh.de
https://ncbormann.github.io
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/ncb
https://www.uni-wh.de/wirtschaft-und-gesellschaft/department-fuer-philosophie-politik-und-oekonomik/
https://www.essex.ac.uk/departments/government
http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/politics/
https://www.sas.upenn.edu/polisci/
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/
https://www.exc.uni-konstanz.de/en/inequality/
http://www.ethz.ch/
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/
https://macis.gess.ethz.ch
http://www.jacobs-university.de/
https://constructor.university/sites/default/files/2023-01/ug-handbook-iss-fall-2018-01.pdf
https://amg-witten.de/


Peer-reviewed articles: 21 (international: 21)Research
Summary Peer-reviewed book chapters: 5 (international: 5)

Non-peer reviewed: 3 (international: 3)
Citations: 2561 (Google Scholar); 987 (Web of Science)

Journal
Articles

21. Bormann, Nils-Christian & Simon Hug (Forthcoming) “Probing PR:
Does proportional representation induce ethnic power sharing?” Re-
search & Politics

20. Bormann, Nils-Christian, Lars-Erik Cederman & Manuel Vogt (Forth-
coming) “Getting Religion Wrong – A Response to Toft’s ‘Getting Re-
ligion Right’.” Journal of Conflict Resolution

19. Kaftan, Lea & Nils-Christian Bormann (2025). “Polarization, Frag-
mentation, and Democratic Deconsolidation in Interwar Europe.” De-
mocratization. Online First. www

18. Viganò, Edoardo, Bruno Della Sala, Stefan Stojkovic & Nils-Christian
Bormann (2025) “Political Violence and Anti-System Voting in Inter-
war Italy.” Journal of Peace Research 62(5):1581-1596 www

17. Kaftan, Lea, Bruno Della Sala, Olga Jerjomina, Stefan Stojkovic, Edoardo
Alberto Viganò & Nils-Christian Bormann (2025) “Introducing the
Archive of Interwar Europe Election Data & Assemblies (AIEEDA).”
Scientific Data 12(630):1-12 www

16. Bormann, Nils-Christian & Lea Kaftan (2024). “Introducing the Demo-
cratic Electoral Systems data, 1919-1945 [version 2; peer review: 2 ap-
proved, 1 approved with reservations].” Open Research Europe 4:73
www

15. Bormann, Nils-Christian & Matt Golder (2022). “Democratic Electoral
Systems around the world, 1946-2020.” Electoral Studies. 78 www

14. Müller-Crepon, Carl, Yannick Pengl & Nils-Christian Bormann (2022).
“Linking Ethnic Data from Africa.” Journal of Peace Research 59(3):425-
435 www

13. Bormann, Nils-Christian, Lars-Erik Cederman, Yannick Pengl, Nils B.
Weidmann (2021). “Globalization, Institutions, and Ethnic Inequal-
ity.” International Organization. 75(3):665-697 www

12. Wucherpfennig, Julian, Aya Kachi, Nils-Christian Bormann & Philipp
Hunziker (2021). “A Fast Estimator for Binary Choice Models with
Spatial, Temporal, and Spatio-Temporal Interdependence.” Political
Analysis. 29(4):570-576 www

11. Bormann, Nils-Christian (2019). “Uncertainty, Cleavages and Ethnic
Coalitions.” Journal of Politics. 81(2):471-486 www

10. Bormann, Nils-Christian, Lars-Erik Cederman, Scott Gates, Benjamin
T. Graham, Simon Hug, Kaare Strøm & Julian Wucherpfennig (2019).
“Power Sharing: Institutions, Behavior, and Peace” American Journal
of Political Science. 63(1):84-100. www

https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2025.2537218
https://doi.org/10.1177/00223433251347763
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-025-04969-y
https://doi.org/10.12688/openreseurope.17264.2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2022.102487
https://doi.org/10.1177/00223433211016528
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020818321000096
https://doi.org/10.1017/pan.2020.54
https://doi.org/10.1086/701633
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12407


9. Bolleyer, Nicole, Felix-Christopher von Nostitz & Nils-Christian Bor-
mann (2019). “Judicial Decision-Making within Political Parties: A
Political Approach.” Party Politics 25(5):724-735. www

8. Bormann, Nils-Christian & Burcu Savun (2018). “Reputation, Conces-
sions, and Territorial Civil War: Do Ethnic Dominoes Fall, or Don’t
They?” Journal of Peace Research. 55(5):671-686. www

7. Bormann, Nils-Christian, Lars-Erik Cederman, and Manuel Vogt (2017).
“Language, Religion, and Ethnic Civil War” Journal of Conflict Reso-
lution 61(4):744-771. www

6. Bormann, Nils-Christian & Jesse Hammond (2016). “A Slippery Slope
– The Domestic Diffusion of Ethnic Civil War” International Studies
Quarterly 60(4):587-598. www

5. Bormann, Nils-Christian & ThomasWinzen (2016). “Contingent Learn-
ing: The Diffusion of Parliamentary Oversight Institutions in the EU”
European Journal of Political Research 55(3):589-608. www

4. Cederman, Lars-Erik, Nils Weidmann, and Nils-Christian Bormann
(2015). “Triangulating Horizontal Inequality: Toward Improved Con-
flict Analysis.” Journal of Peace Research 52(6):806-821. www

3. Vogt, Manuel, Nils-Christian Bormann, Seraina Rüegger, Lars-Erik Ce-
derman, Philipp Hunziker & Luc Girardin (2015). “The Ethnic Power
Relations Dataset: Integrating Data on Ethnicity, Geography, and Con-
flict.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 59(7):1327-1342. www

2. Bormann, Nils-Christian & Matt Golder. (2013) “Electoral Systems
Around the World: 1946-2011.” Electoral Studies 32(2):360-369. www

1. Bormann, Nils-Christian. (2010) “Patterns of Democracy and Its Crit-
ics.” Living Reviews in Democracy 2. www

Book
Chapters 5. Bormann, Nils-Christian & Manuel Vogt (2025) “Language, Ethnicity,

and Civil War.” Accepted for publication in the Cambridge Handbook
for Language and Political Conflict.

4. Golder, Matt & Nils-Christian Bormann (2025). “Electoral Systems.”
The Oxford Handbook of Electoral Integrity. www

3. Bormann, Nils-Christian (2017). “Ethnic Power-Sharing Coalitions and
Democratization.” In A. McCulloch & J. McGarry (Eds.) Power Shar-
ing: Empirical and Normative Challenges. Routledge: London, UK.
www

2. Vogt, Manuel, Nils-Christian Bormann & Lars-Erik Cederman (2016).
“Democracy, Ethnic Exclusion, and Civil Conflict: The Arab Spring
Revolutions from a Global Comparative Perspective.” In D. A. Backer
& R. Bhavnani (Eds.) Peace and Conflict. Routledge: London, UK.
www

1. Bormann, Nils-Christian, Manuel Vogt & Lars-Erik Cederman (2012).
“Der Arabische Frühling und die Bestimmung der demokratischen Gemein-
schaft.” In Andreas Auer (Ed.) Demokratisierung im arabischen Raum.
Zentrum für Demokratie in Aarau, Switzerland.

https://doi.org/10.1177/1354068819836036
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0022343318767499
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022002715600755?journalCode=jcrb
https://academic.oup.com/isq/article-abstract/60/4/587/2669526?redirectedFrom=fulltext
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1475-6765.12149/abstract
http://jpr.sagepub.com/content/52/6/806.short
http://jcr.sagepub.com/content/59/7/1327.abstract
http://mattgolder.com/files/research/es3.pdf
https://www.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/cis-dam/CIS_DAM_2015/WorkingPapers/Living_Reviews_Democracy/Bormann.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197777497.013.0010
https://www.routledge.com/Power-Sharing-Empirical-and-Normative-Challenges/McCulloch-McGarry/p/book/9781138640368
https://www.routledge.com/Peace-and-Conflict-2016/Backer-Bhavnani-Huth/p/book/9781857438437


Non-Peer
Reviewed

3. Bormann, Nils-Christian & Ibrahim Elbadawi (2021). “The Juba Power-
Sharing Peace Agreement: Will It Promote Peace and Democratic
Transition in Sudan?” Economic Research Forum Working Papers Se-
ries No.1490. www

2. Bormann, Nils-Christian, Adina Pintilie & Jack N. Smith (Fall 2017).
“Democratic Electoral Systems Around theWorld, 1946-2016.” Newslet-
ter for APSA’s Comparative Politics Section. 27(2). www

1. Bormann, Nils-Christian, Manuel Vogt & Lars-Erik Cederman (Spring
2015). “Introducing the Ethnic Power Relations Data Family.” Newslet-
ter for APSA’s Comparative Politics Section. 25(1). www

Müller-Crepon, Carl & Nils-Christian Bormann (2025) “Co-ethnics Co-voteManuscripts
in Africa: Studying Electoral Cleavages with a Co-Voting Regression Model”.
Revise & Resubmit at the American Political Science Review

Bormann, Nils-Christian, Sona N. Golder & Jinhyuk Jang (2025). “How the
Cases You Choose Affect the Answers You Get: Selection Bias in Studying
Formateur Advantage.” Under Review.

Bormann, Nils-Christian & Lukas Stötzer (2024) “Government Formation in
Interwar Europe: New Data and Analysis.”

https://erf.org.eg/publications/the-juba-power-sharing-peace-agreement-will-it-promote-peace-and-democratic-transition-in-sudan/
https://www.comparativepoliticsnewsletter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2017_fall.pdf
https://www.comparativepoliticsnewsletter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2017_fall.pdf


British Journal of Political ScienceAwards

Excellence in Reviewing Award 2024

The Politics of Inequality Cluster of Excellence, University of Konstanz

Senior Fellowship 2020

University of Exeter

Humanities and Social Science Research Fellowship 2015 - 2017

International Studies Association

Dina Zinnes Award 2014

NCCR Democracy

Living Reviews in Democracy Best Paper Award 2013

European Research CouncilResearch
Funding

ERC Starting Grant
“Democracy, Anger & Elite Responses” (DANGER) 2021-2026

AHRC/ESRC Partnership for Conflict, Crime & Security Research

Interdisciplinary Research Innovation Award on
Conflict and International Development 2016

Swiss National Science Foundation

Fellowship for Young Researchers
Six-months stay at the University of Pittsburgh 2012

German Fulbright Commission

One-Year Scholarship
Declined 2010

School of Education, University of Exeter, UKCertificates

Postgraduate Certificate in Academic Practice 2015-2018

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science
https://www.exc.uni-konstanz.de/en/inequality/about-us/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk
http://www.isanet.org/Programs/Awards/Dina-Zinnes
http://www.nccr-democracy.uzh.ch/front-page?set_language=en
https://erc.europa.eu/news/StG-recipients-2020
http://www.paccsresearch.org.uk/
http://www.snf.ch/E/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.snf.ch/E/funding/individuals/mobility-grants-in-projects/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.fulbright.de/
http://www.fulbright.de/tousa/stipendien/studierende-uni/
https://education.exeter.ac.uk/


Universität Witten-Herdecke, GermanyTeaching
(Full Courses)

Challenges to Democracy (MA) Fall 2020-2022

Comparative Politics (BA) Spring 2018, Fall & Spring 2020-2023

Foreign Policy (MA) Spring 2018, 2021 & 2023

Globalization and Global Governance (MA) Fall 2017, 2020-2022

Governing the Globe – Key Issues (MA) Fall 2017, 2020 & 2021

International Relations (BA) Fall 2017, 2020-2023, Spring 2021 & 2023

Introductory International Relations (MA) Fall 2017, Spring 2021&2023

Security (MA) Spring 2016 & 2018, Fall 2021 & 2023

War Experiences of Refugees (MA) Spring 2016 & Fall 2017

Universität Innsbruck, Austria

Advanced International Relations: Conflict Research (BA) Fall 2024

Introduction to International Relations (MA) Fall 2024

University of Essex, UK

International Negotiation (BA/MA) Fall 2019

International Relations – Theories and Approaches (BA) Fall 2019

University of Exeter, UK

Logic of Democracies & Dictatorships (BA) Fall 2018

State & Society (BA) Spring 2017

Strategic Theory and Conflict (BA) 2015, 2017, 2019

Understanding Civil Wars (BA) 2018-19

ETH Zürich, Switzerland

The Politics of Coalitions (MA) Spring 2015

University of Applied Sciences in Business Administration Zürich,
Switzerland

Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods Spring 2014

http://www.uni-wh.de/en/
https://www.uibk.ac.at/de/
http://www.essex.ac.uk
http://www.exeter.ac.uk
http://www.ethz.ch
http://www.fh-hwz.ch/en


Witten/Herdecke University, GermanyTeaching
(Short
Courses) Introduction to R and Data Management (BA/MA) Fall 2021

German Institute of Global and Area Studies, Germany

Introduction to R and Data Management (MA) 2018

University of Pennsylvania, United States

Introduction to R and Geographic Information Systems (MA) 2016

ETH Zürich, Switzerland

Lectures on Inter- & Intrastate Conflict (BA) 2010–2013

University of Pittsburgh, United States

Introduction to R and Geographic Information Systems (MA) 2012

Lectures on Ethnic Politics and Civil War (BA) 2012

Universität Witten-Herdecke, GermanyPrimary
Supervision

BA Theses: 17 Since 2017

MA Theses: 10 Since 2017

PhD Supervision: 3 Since 2021

University of Exeter, UK

BA Theses: 34 2015–2019

MA Theses: 15 2015–2019

PhD Upgrades: 2 2019

https://www.uni-wh.de
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en
https://www.sas.upenn.edu/polisci/
http://www.ethz.ch
http://www.pitt.edu
http://www.uni-wh.de/en/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk


Press AppearancesPolicy &
Public
Engagement Newspaper article Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

Ein bewaffneter Konflikt wird wahrscheinlicher 2025

Interview ND
Mehr politische Gewalt, oder mehr Berichte darüber? 2024

Interview Trouw
Steeds minder burgers keuren geweld tegen politici categorisch af 2024

Interview Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung:
Gewalt in der Politik nimmt dramatisch zu - wem das nutzt 2024

Newspaper article Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung:
Waffenstillstand führt nicht zu Frieden 2023

Interview Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung:
Ukraine: Konfliktforscher sehen kein schnelles Ende der Kämpfe 2023

Interview Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung:
Konfliktforscher: “Putin hat sich doppelt verschätzt” 2022

Policy Reports

Economic Research Council Working Paper
“The Juba Power-Sharing Peace Agreement” 2021

Research cited in World Bank Report “Pathways for Peace:
Inclusive Approaches to Preventing Violent Conflict” 2018

Blog articles

Economic Research Forum
“The Juba Peace Agreement” 2021

Political Violence at A Glance
“Three Questions and Answers About the Civil War in Ethiopia” 2021
“Will Civil War in Ethiopia Spread?” 2020
“The Prevention of Civil War – A New Research Agenda” 2019

Oxford Research Group
“A Slippery Slope? Armed Conflict Diffusion Within States” 2017
“Language, Religion and Ethnic Civil Wars” 2016

https://www.faz.net
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/ausland/eu-und-russland-kommt-es-zum-bewaffneten-konflikt-110600865.html
https://www.nd-aktuell.de/
https://www.nd-aktuell.de/artikel/1183726.kriminalitaet-mehr-politische-gewalt-oder-mehr-berichte-darueber.html
https://www.trouw.nl/
https://www.trouw.nl/buitenland/steeds-minder-burgers-keuren-geweld-tegen-politici-categorisch-af~b5033286/
https://www.waz.de
https://www.waz.de/region/rhein-und-ruhr/article242473480/Konfliktforscher-warnt-Gewalt-in-der-Politik-nutzt-der-AfD.html
https://www.faz.net
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/ukrainekrieg-waffenstillstand-fuehrt-nicht-zu-frieden-18931626.html
https://www.waz.de
https://www.waz.de/politik/landespolitik/article237708189/Ukraine-Forscher-sehen-kein-schnelles-Ende-der-Kaempfe.html
https://www.waz.de
https://www.waz.de/politik/landespolitik/article234701141/Konfliktforscher-Putin-hat-sich-doppelt-verschaetzt.html
https://erf.org.eg/publications/the-juba-power-sharing-peace-agreement-will-it-promote-peace-and-democratic-transition-in-sudan/
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28337
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28337
https://theforum.erf.org.eg
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2021/07/14/three-questions-and-answers-about-the-civil-war-in-ethiopia/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2020/11/24/will-civil-war-in-ethiopia-spread/
http://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2019/04/29/the-prevention-of-civil-war-a-new-research-agenda/
https://digital.library.lse.ac.uk/documents/detail/a-slippery-slope-armed-conflict-diffusion-within-states/513024?item=513029
https://digital.library.lse.ac.uk/documents/detail/language-religion-and-ethnic-civil-wars/513326


Peace Research Institute Oslo 2025Invited Talks
University of Amsterdam 2024
Heinrich-Heine-Universität Düsseldorf 2023
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin (WZB) 2022
Uppsala University 2019
University of Duisburg-Essen 2019
University of Birmingham 2018
University of North Texas 2018
London School of Economics 2018
Oxford University 2017
Duke University 2016
University College Dublin 2016
Universität Witten Herdecke 2015
University of Konstanz 2013, 2019, 2021
University of California, Davis 2012
Pennsylvania State University 2012

American Political Science Association 2013-2014, 2016–2020, 2022–2025Conference
Presentations Deutsche Vereinigung für Politikwissenschaften 2011, 2024

ECPR Joint Sessions 2011, 2015, 2017
European Political Science Association 2011, 2013 - 2018, 2022-2025
International Studies Association 2013–2016, 2018, 2022
Mid-Western Political Science Association 2012, 2017
Peace Science Society (Europe) 2018
Peace Science Society (International) 2012–2014, 2016
Political Economy of Democracy & Dictatorship 2018, 2022-23
Political Economy of International Organizations 2017
Swiss Political Science Association 2013

ProfessionService

Editorial Board Member: International Interactions 2019-

Manuscript Reviewer: American Journal of Political Science, Ameri-
can Political Science Review, British Journal of Political Science, Cam-
bridge University Press, Comparative Political Studies, Conflict Manage-
ment and Peace Science, Electoral Studies, European Journal of Politi-
cal Research, European Union Politics, International Studies Quarterly,
International Studies Review, Journal of Conflict Research, Journal of
Elections, Public Opinion and Parties, Journal of Peace Research, Jour-
nal of Politics, Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics, Oxford Uni-
versity Press, Perspectives on Politics, Political Geography, Political Sci-
ence Research and Methods, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sci-
ences, Publius – The Journal of Federalism, Research and Politics, World
Politics



University

Director of Studies, BA in Philosophy, Politics & Economics
Witten/Herdecke University 2021-

Vice-Chair of the Dissertation & Habilitation Committee
Witten/Herdecke University 2023-

Vice-Dean of Research, Faculty of Economics & Society
Witten/Herdecke University 2021-2022

Member of three search committees, leading one
Faculty of Economics & Society, Witten/Herdecke University 2020-2022

Member of reaccreditation committee, BA in Philosophy,
Politics & Economics, Witten/Herdecke University 2020-2022

Exam officer, University of Exeter 2018-2019

Student recruitment at open days, University of Exeter 2015-2019

Convenor of speaker series “New Approaches to
Conflict Research”, University of Exeter 2015-2016

Workshop/Panel Organizer

Witten/Herdecke University
“Wie Gewalt Demokratie gefährdet ” 2026

Witten/Herdecke University
“Violence & Democracy” 2025

Northwestern German Network of Conflict Studies
Annual Retreat 2025

Northwestern German Network of Conflict Studies
Annual Retreat 2022

Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association
“Advances in the Study of Power Sharing Coalitions” 2019

University of Exeter
“Political Contention & New Dimensions of Diffusion” 2016

ECPR Joint Sessions
“Political Institutions and Political Violence” 2011

Arbeitskreis Friedens- & KonfliktforschungMembership
American Political Science Association
Deutsche Vereinigung für Politikwissenschaft
European Political Science Association
Peace Science Society (International)



Prof. Lars-Erik Cederman Prof. Nicholas Sambanis
International Conflict Research Department of Political Science
ETH Zürich Yale University
Haldeneggsteig 4 IFW D 49.2 115 Prospect Street, Rosenkranz Hall
8092 Zürich, Switzerland New Haven, CT, 06520, United States
Phone: +41 44 632 67 59 Phone: +1 203 436 3693
Email: lcederman@ethz.ch Email: nicholas.sambanis@yale.edu

Prof. Simon Hug Prof. Burcu Savun
Department of Political Science Department of Political Science
University of Geneva University of Pittsburgh
40, Bd. du Pont d’Arve 4600 Posvar Hall
1211 Geneva 4, Switzerland Pittsburgh, PA 15260, USA
Phone: +41 22 379 83 78 Phone: +1 412 648 7281
Email: simon.hug@unige.ch Email: burcu@pitt.edu

Prof. Frank Schimmelfennig Prof. Matt Golder
European Politics Research Group Department of Political Science
ETH Zürich Pennsylvania State University
Haldeneggsteig 4 IFW D 45.1 306 Pond Lab
8092 Zürich, Switzerland University Park, PA 16802, USA
Phone: +41 44 632 80 62 Phone: +1 814 867 4323
Email: franksch@ethz.ch Email: mrg19@psu.edu

Prof. Jason Reifler
Department of Politics & Interna-
tional Relations
University of Southampton
University Road
Southampton, SO17 1BJ, UK
Phone: +44 1392 725241
Email: j.reifler@soton.ac.uk
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